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Qualifying public relations students can receive financial and career support through scholarships 
Jasleen Jheeta is a student in the bachelor of public relations program at Humber Polytechnic 
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Pursuing post-secondary education is a rewarding experience, but many students struggle to financially support themselves, especially with rising costs of living. 

Each year, public relations agencies sponsor scholarships to support students studying public relations at Humber Polytechnic. Students who demonstrate financial need and have received approval on their financial aid application are eligible to apply online through MyHumber. 

This year, the scholarships available for public relations students include Hill+Knowlton Excellence in Diversity Scholarship, Middle Child Public Relations Scholarship, MSL Group Scholarship, North Strategic Scholarship, Peter and Kathie Viner Family Scholarship for Excellence, Rogers Diversity in Communications Scholarship, The Carrie Baker Scholarship, Weber Shandwick Richard Ellis Scholarship and Agnostic Future Communicators Scholarship. 

Students must complete a general application and respond to any supplementary questions to be selected. The scholarships range from $1,000 to $3,000. 

	A research study published by Embark, an education savings and planning company, in August 2023 indicates that 77 per cent of Canadian post-secondary students struggle financially. The financial challenges lead 30 per cent of students to consider dropping out. 

On April 15, 2024, Humber Polytechnic held a reception and dinner at Universal Eventspace in Vaughan, Ontario to celebrate the students who received scholarships and thank donors. Public relations students had the opportunity to meet representatives from the agencies sponsoring their education. Representatives from Hill+Knowlton and Weber Shandwick were present. 

Ann Marie Vaughan, president of Humber Polytechnic, stated, “Thanks to scholarships and the generosity of our donors, we are able to alleviate many of the issues students face in accessing education while also opening the door to incredible opportunities enabling their success.” 

	Public relations students can learn about the scholarship opportunities available to them through the student awards and financial aid portal on MyHumber. The deadline to apply for most scholarships is Sept. 15, 2024. Scholarships are an excellent way to receive financial support while making industry connections. 
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